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A ETS XX. 3 8. 
Sorrowing moſt of all for the Words which he Jake, 


_ that they ſhould fee his Face no more.— 
A this numerous Aſſembly together, it would 

be highly incongruous not to have a Tex: 
ſuitable to the Occaſion. When I was ſurprized into 


this Service, my Thoughts were quickly led to this 
Paſſage, which relates to the ſorrowful Caſe of the 


very mournful Providence having brought 


* Z#lders of the Church at Epheſus, and ſome Chriftian 
Bretbren, of whom Faul was taking his laſt F arewel 8 


at Miletys. 
He had apprized them of his approaching Saß 


ferings, which would prevent his labouring any more 
among them, and had aſſured them, wer. 25. tha 
they ſhould /ee his Face no mere. Upon this, he firf 
applied himſelf to the Brethren in 
Advice and Caution, and then add reſſed himſelf to 
the Lord by humble Prayer and Supplication, — Hence 


we may note, that Preaching, and all Religious Ex. 


hortations, are tobe ſanctified by Prayer. Paul ul 
_ plant, and Apollos may water; By all the Increaſe mu 
come from G0. — The Apoſtle therefore having 


concluded his Diſcourſe to the People, kueeled down, | hy 


and in the moſt humble Poſture | prod with them 
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People's Deportment under theſe melancholy Cir- 
cumſtances; They all wept ſore, and fell on Paul's Neck, 
and kiſſed him, forrowing moſt of all for the Words which 


he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee his Face no more. 


And here we may take Notice, what wonderful 
Effects Grace produces. It /an#ifies the Affections, 


and ftrenzthens them. —Theſe Chriſtians mourned upon 


ſpiritual Accounts: They eſteemed Paul wer 4 highly, 
and loved him greatly, for his York's Sake b. Plain 
Indications, that their Affections were ſancki ified + For 
to ſuch Evangelical Diſpoſitions Man's apoſtate Na- 
ture is utterly repugnant. Grace alſo ſtrengthens the 


Alffections. The pureſt Love is the moſt firm and 


conſtant. Grace unites the Hearts of Chriſtian Bre- 
thren, and knits the Affections of godly Miniſters 
and People one to another, in the moſt endeared 
Manner : It begets the moſt tender Reſpects between | 
them, and makes it hard parting.. 

Thus it was with the Chriſtians at Miletus: When 
Paul was leaving them, they wep? ; and wept ſore ; 
they were deeply affected. He had been the Inſtru- 
ment of much Good to them ; and Grace wrought 
in them a grateful Senfe of his kind Offices. This 
they expreſſed, by the Tenderneſs of their paſſionate 
Salutes, when they fell on his Neck, and kiſſed bim; 
and by the Bitterneſs of their Sorrow, when they 


heard they muſt /o/e him. He had faid ſeveral Things, 
which moved 
but of all other 


them, and went near their Hearts; 
this wounded the deepeſt. Thus 
the Text tells us, They ſorrowed moſt of all for the Words 


Thich he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee bis Face no more. 


This was a very great Mourning, occaſioned, tho? 


not by a Funeral, yet by a ſolemn Farewel, which 
came as near, it as poſſible, It was their lat Inter- 
view with the Apoſtle ; and they knew it to be ſo. 
The Holy Ghoſt having certified this to Paul, he ac- 
quainted the Chriſtians with it; and — believed | it. 


C 


. This made them wovep and mourn,  -- 7” - 


IE 
1 Theſf. v. 13. '& 


51 


If their: Parting had been for a' ſhort Space; or 
for a Time. only, the Proſpect of ſeeing him again, 
and the Hope of hereafter enjoying his Miniſtry. 
among them again, would have very much alleviated 
their Sorrow. But to know, that they ſhould ſee bis 
Face, and hear his Voice, 20 more, This! This! was 


the Thing that pierced them to the Heart, and gave 
the ſtrongeſt Accent to their univerſal Lamentation, 


They ALL wept : Not one, it ſeems, in all the Com- 
pany could forbear; but every one lamented his 
own, and the common Loſs of his Fellow-Chriſtians 


in the Country round. 


Now that very Confideration, which the Text ſpe- 


Cifies, as the juſtifiable Ground of their Sorrow, does 
conſtantly attend a Miniſter's Death, The People. 


are then at once deprived of all farther Enjoyment. * 
of his Miniſtry, and muſt /ee his Face no more. 


Theſe Words therefore naturally yield us this Ob- | 


ſervation, vz. 


The Death of Goſpel-Minifters is, to the Saints eſpe! £ 8 


cially, juſt Matter of great Concern and Lamen- 


tation. | 5 | 


There is indeed a vaſt Difference betwixt the Or- 
dinary Miniſters of the Goſpel, and the Extraordinary ; 
between the Paſtors of Churches, and an inſpired 
Apoſtle. And it is not to be expected, that in ordi- 
nary Caſes, upon the Removal of a Paſtor, how ex- 


cellent or eminent ſoever he was, the People ſhould - 


mourn, as the Elders and Chriſtians at Miletus did, 

upon that extraordinary Occaſion, Yet ſince faithful 
Miniſters now ſtand in a ſpecial Relation to the fame 
King and Head of the Church, as the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf: did; ſince they bear the fame general Character 
with. him, being the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 


of the Myſteries of GOD ©; and ſince their York is of 
the ſame ſpiritual and holy Nature, carried ® ber. & 2 
or] : u VV 


© 1 Cor, iv. 1. 


161 
Subſerviency to the ſame great Deſign of promoting 


the Glory of Gop in the Salvation of Souls, as that 


of the Apoſtle was; there muſt therefore be, in ſome 
Proportion, the like juſtifiable Reaſon for Lamentation 


at the Loſs of theſe, as there was at the Apoftle*s De- 
parture. Beſides, at the Death of Miniſters an ab- 


ſolute Period is put to their Labours in the Goſpel, 


And this Conſideration adds one weighty Circum- 
. Nance to theſe Occaſions for Mourning, which theirs at 
Miletus had not. For tho? the: Apoſtle was removed 


from thoſe Parts, and they were to ſee his Face nb 
more, yet his Days were prolonged, and his uncom- 
mon Labours continued for ſome conſiderable Time; 


to the' Furtherance of the Goſpel in many Places, 
and particularly, in the Church at Epheſus ; as ap- 
pears from the Epiſtle he afterwards wrote to them, 
even when he was a Priſoner at Rome. And if a 
faithful Miniſter s Removal, tho* it be but from one 
Part of Chriſt's Vineyard to another, be grievous to 
the Chriſtians from whom he is taken, ſurely then 
his Death muſt be much more affiitiing. 

That my Diſcourſe may be ſuitably managed, I 
ſhall, through Divine Aſſiſtance; attempt Three 
Things, I ſhall 55 | 

I. Aſſign ſome Reaſons, why the Death of Goſpel- 
Miniſters in general is to be accounted Matter of 
Lamentation. r | 
II. Point out ſome ſpecial Circumſtunces, which, 
when they occur, are a great Aggravation of the Lyſs 

of ſuch Miniſters. | . 
And as it muſt be expected, that the Mention of 


theſe Things will afreſh open the Springs, and raiſe 


the Tide of your Sorrow; I ſhall therefore in the 
Application, — hs LAGEE If 
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III. Attempt to turn your Sorrow i into its ts proper 
Chana, by ſhewing how it ſhould be regulated and 


inproved; and 
Then conclude with a few Hints for your Suben 


and Conſolation. 


I. I ſhall aſſign ſome Reaſons, why the Death of 
Gofpel-Miniſters in general is to be accounted. Matter 
of Lamentation. 


Such Piſpenſations of Providence are generally 
attended with ſome awful Intimations, however Per- 
ſons of a light carnal Spirit may ſuffer. them to paſs 
neglected. There are many, eſpecially in this un- 
concerned, if not thoughtleſs, Generation, that are 
ready to aſk, Who are theſe : Miniſters ? What are 
they? that heir Death ſhould be ſo much lamented 2— 
+ Ah! tis true, the World generally look upon them 
with Contempt and Scorn. Hence the mqſt godly 
Miniſters have been ſometimes pointed and hooted 
at, as a ſtrange Sort of Men, unworthy of er 
yea, of Life itſelf. Profligate Sinners are often 
ng out, Away with ſuch Fellows ; it is not fit they ſhould 

But *tis their Comfort to think, that GOD 
is a "the Mood, as well as the Devil . — Thus they 
that were the Bleflings of the Age, have been: re- 
- preſented and treated, as if they had been the Bur- 
then of the Earth, and the Plague of their Gene- 
ration. 

But all Good Men, whoſe Judgments are regu- 
lated by the Word of Gop, have different Senti- 
ments of them. They know them to be the Salt: of 
ſbe Eqrih, and the Lights of ihe. World ©, by * 

E 


4 Acts xxii. 22. i 
„This I am informed was the Reply, which Mr. Cole lately 5 
ade, when he was told, that ſome Enemies of his Religion and 

i him in his Paſſage through a "00d. 
To tw 0 Mat. V. 13, 1 . : 


181 
the Light and Savour of the Knowledge of Chrift is 
"diffuſed and ſpread, They cannot wherefore but 
Fre the Loſs of them for the Reaſons now to be af- 
igned. 
Their Death has a melancholy Proſpect, with 
en to ſeveral important Things. 


With regard to the Glory of the Redeemer in we 
.* Advancement of his Kingdom. 


Here we muſt obſerve, that tho* the Eſſential 
Glory of Chriſt can never be liable to any Diminu- 
tion or Alteration, yet his Declarative Glory in the 
World may. This has its different Times and Sea- 
ſons; in ſome of which it ſhines forth with Clear- 

- neſs and Brightneſs, but at other Times it is obſcured 
and clouded : And this in Proportion, as an Addition 3 
is made, or not made, to the Subjects of his King- % 
dom. The Increaſe of their Number muſt ever be F 
eſteemed an Acceſſion to his Glory, All that are 42 
made à willing People in the Day of his Power, are A 


"undeniably the Trophies of his victorious Grace. J 
Their Deliverance out of the Kingdom of Dark- 3 
neſs, plainly declares the high Praiſes of Him that 1 


has ſaved them. And being ſubdued and heartily won 

over to his Intereſt, they become chearfully active in 
- his Service; aiming to give unto Him, as well as tothe 
2 and the Spirit, the Glory that is due unto his Name. Z 
They honour Him upon Account of the infinite Dig- % 
nity of his Perſon, as He is the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
Faber; and equal with him in Power and Glory. They 
-- honour Him in the whole of his Medtatorial Character, 
in all the Offices which he executes, as the Saviour of 
tie Church, and the Redeemer of his People. They 
- honour Him as the Great Higbrieſt over the Houſe L, 
of GOD, by truſting in the Perfection of bis Righte- 4 

_. ouſneſs, in. the. Merit of his Sacrifice, and the Power of | 
bis Interceſſion, for their Acceptance with Gop, both 


as to their Perſons, and all their r holy Duties. They 
| huonour 
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[ 9] 
honour Him as the anointed Prophet of the Church, 
by ſitting at his Feet, waiting for the Inſtructions of 
his Word, and the Revelation of his Spirit; reſolving 
not to receive any Thing as an Article of their Faith, 
or as the Rule of their Worſhip, but what they ap- 
prehend he has taught them; and carefully ob/erving 
all Things whatſoever he has commanded *. They honour 
Him alſo, by endeavouring to ſubmit in every Par- 
ticular to his Authority, Government, and Rule; 
acknowledging Him to be the ſole King of the Church, 


the immenſe Governour, and Lord of All. 


Thus the Increaſe of Believers immediately tends 
to the Redeemer*s Glory; and the faithful Labours of 
his Miniſters are the proper Means of that Increaſe. 
Their Death then gives Reaſon to fear, leſt the Work 
of Converſion ſhould be at a Stand, eſpecially in 
the Places from which they are taken. And ſhould 
that be the Caſe, Men will with-hold from Chri# that 
Truſt and Dependance which are his Due; and deny 
Him that Tribute of Praiſe and. Adoration, thoſe 
Revenues of Faith, Love, and new. Obedience, which 
are the Delight of his Soul; the ſuitable and dutiful 


Returns, of which he is infinitely worthy. 


The Saints cannot but mours then, at the Death 


of faithful Miniſters. And that which opens the 
Fountain of their Tears, is their tender Regard to 
their Saviour s Glory, For as Chriſt has a conſtant. 
effectual Sympathy with his People, in all their Con- 


cerns, Diſtreſſes, and Enlargements; ſo they have 
a dutiful Sympathy with Him, in all the Concerns of 
his Glory. They rejoice in the Proſperity of his 
Kingdom, and mourn under every Event, that 


threatens them with a Diſappointment, as to their 


pleaſing Hopes of its ſpeedy Enlargement. 
Bleſſed are the Souls in this Aſſembly, whoſe Mourn- 


ing ariſes from their Sympathy with Chriſt, and from 
an holy Concern for his Honour; produced in them 
by the real Experience of his renewing Grace, of 
„ ; Crs og B 5 a a 4 . 
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[ ro ] | 
his 88 Mercy, and diſtinguiſhing Love : For 
fach ſhall be comforted s. 


Again, The Death of Miniſters gives a melancholy 


Proſpect, 


2. With regard to the Salvation and * of 
be Souls of many. 


Next to the Honour of GOD, chere is not any 
Thing that can be of greater importance, than the 
Salvation of the Soul, In taking an Eſtimate there- 
fore of the Good or Evil of any Event, we are to 


' conſider the Reference it has to our Souls; how their 


- Welfare is likely to be promoted, or their Hurt occa- 
fioned thereby. 

This ſhews the Death of faithful Mini ifters to be a 
very juſt Cauſe of Grief. For their Office bears a ipe- 
cial Relation to the ſpiritual Intereſts and eternal Con- 
cerns of the Soul. Miniſters are raiſed up, and ſent 
forth, 10 open Men's Eyes, to turn them from Darkneſs 
Jo Light, and from the Power of Satan unto GOD ® 
that Perſons, being renewed and pardoned, may be 
delivered from the diſtracting Horrors and endleſs 
Torments of Hell, be fitted for the everlaſting Joys 
of Heaven, and led to the Bleſſedneſs of eternal 
Life. And with this View they are willing to ſpend 
and be fpent, in the Service of Chriſt, and 15 
They are really Well-wiſhers, and Inſtruments of 
Bleſſings, to the Souls of Men. 

Now if the Leß of a kind Friend, whoſe Advice 
and Aſſiſtance was uſeful in Trade; if the Loſs of a 
Tkilful Phy/cian, or an able Lawyer, whoſe Directions 
and Care are wanted for our Benefit, as to Body, or 
Eftate ; if the Loſs of theſe is found to be a real Af- 
fliction and Damage: Surely then the Lai of an able 


and faithful Goſpel. Miniſter, who was affectionately 


concerned for the Good of our Souls, muſt be very 


grievous ; becauſe the Concerns of our Souls are of 
Na wn: 


s Mat, v. 4. » Adds xxvi. 18. 


s Goſpel. 
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[12] 
infinitely greater Importance, than either the Health 
of the Body, or the beſt Security of earthly Poſſeſſions. 

And you of this Congregation can tell, what an 

able Miniſter, and what a faithful Friend to Souls, you 
are now deprived of, by the Death of the late wor- 
thy and dear Mr, Cole. You know, what have been 
the many ſolemn Warnings, what the weighty and 
divine Inſtructions, what the preſſing Exhartatiens, 
the ſerious Advices and Admonitions, by which he 
diſcovered the Sincerity of his Aim at the ſpiritual 
Good and eternal Welfare of your Souls. And no 
wonder, that you are ſorrowing, becauſe you ſhall 
fee his Face, and hear his Voice, ub more. — Lou can- 
not but mourn; and all that knew him think, there 
is juſt Occaſion for i it; eſpecially ſince none upon Earth 
can ſay, what may be the dreadful Conſequence of 
| ſuch an awful Diſpenſation. 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are the Embaſſadors of 
Chriſt: To them is committed the Word of Reconcilia- 
tion i, that by, the Blood of the Croſs Sinners may be 
brought into a State of Peace with GOD. Their 
Death then carries with it a very threatening Aſpect ; 
like that of Princes calling Home their Embaſſadors, 
when all Treaties of Peace are at an End, and ar 
ready to be proclaimed, 

And who knows with what furious Rebukes Gop 
may now come forth ? againſt thoſe in particular, 
that have ſighted the moſt ſalutary Meſſage that 
could be ſent them, and long withſtood the moſt 
| preſſing Invitations ? Does not GOD's putting out the 
Lights, look as if the Candlyſtick itſelf was quickly to 
be removed? By the Death of Miniſters, are not the 
Places where they liyed threatened with a Departing 
Goſpel? And if the Goſpel ſhould be removed, what 
will become of the Sault of Men? Where there is no 
Viſon, are we not aſſured, that the People periſh * ? 
Oh! the Numbers that will then certainly be ag 
ed for Lack of Knowledge ! be * grievin g the Thought, 

tO 


1 pf ay v. 19; 20. E Prov. xxix. 18. 1 Hol, iv. 6, 


[12] 


and compaſſionate Heart 

If any not duly ſenſible of the Miſery or Danger 
of ſuch a State of Things, ſhould vainly preſume, 
that tho* one Miniſter be taken away, another may be 
ſent. To this I would reply, Tis true indeed, when 
a Pilot dies, another may quickly be pur in his Place; ; 
but ſuppoſe he that ſucceeds, ſhould not ſufficiently 
underſtand his Compaſs, or ſhould be unacquainted 
with the Rocks, or Sands, that lie upon the Coaſt, 


might not this prove fatal to the Ship, and threaten - 


Deſtruction to all the Paſſengers? There are, no 

doubt, Miniſters to be had; but the Difficulty is, 

and I believe the moſt of you think it ſo, to find 

one life minded with him that is gone, who ſhall natu- 

rally care for the State of your Souls m. Such there- 

| fore in this Aſſembly, as have any ſerious Thought- 

1 fulneſs about the Future State, will mourn. An holy 

| Solicitude for the preſent and eternal Melfare of their 

ID .. own and others Souls, cannot but bring the Tears 
4 Into their Eyes upon this Occaſion. - 


| * Further, The Death of Minfeers has a nen 
| Proſpect, | 


3. With EY to che — dar * the 
Churches. | 


What is there upon Earth, next to a "9" ER 
with Gop in his own Soul, that can be more de- 
üghtful to a Believer, than to ſee the Churches of 
Cbriſt in a proſperous Condition, increaſing with all 
© the Increaſe of GOD”? What Matter of Joy is it 
to him, to behold, that as they have received Chriſt 
Jieſaus the Lord, ſo they walk in Him * ? abiding in the 
. Detirine of Christ v, and being careful to maintain good 
Mort a, which G OD hath before 2 oat they 
* ſhould walk in tem *. — 

5 For 


„ col. . Col. ii. 6. 
1 2 John ver. 9. . Tit. iii. 8. r_ Eph. ii. 10. 


. . to an enfightened Mind! to a graciouſly tender, 5 


F. 13 1 

For the promoting and maintaining ſuch an happy 
State of Things as this, in a Subſerviency to his own 
Glory, Chriſt has given Pastors and Teachers, for the 
perfefting of the Saints, for the Work of the Mimstry, 
for the edifying of the Body of Christ, that they may 
grow up into Him in all Things *— And if the Beſtow- 
ment of ſuch Officers upon any of the Churches is to 
be eſteemed as a Token for Good, as a Step to farther 
Mercy, and an Earneſt of it; what Conſtruction 
then can be put upon their Removal, but that it looks 
like a threatening Sign of ſome approaching Evil? Is 
not their Death generally attended with a very gloomy 
Appearance? 

May not the Detriment, which Chuiches are likely 
to ſuffer by the Deceaſe, of godly Minifters, be eaſily 
inferred from the Characters they bear, and the Work 

' aſſigned them in the Word of Gop ? | 

When a wiſe MaFer-Builder is called off, will not 
a Stop be put, for the preſent at leaſt, to the Build- 
ing and Work of GOD”s ſpiritual Ti -mple And every 
particular Church is that Temple *, When they that 
were appointed 7o plant, and to water, are diſmiſſed 
from any farther Service, How can it be expected, 

that the Church in which they laboured, ſhould during 
its deſtitute Condition increaſe, either as to the Num- 
ber of its Members, or the Growth of its Graces ?— 
_ Nay, when a Flock is left without a Shepherd, are not 
the Sheep exceeding prone to wander? Or when 
their Guide is taken from them, may not a People 
quickly miſs their Way? 

In Scripture Language, Churches are compared 
to a City, and Minifters are the Watchmen et upon 
its Walls. To their Offce it belongs, to obſerve the 
Motions of the Enemy, and give Notice of any 

approaching Danger. And they that are faithful, 
will never bold their Peace; but while they live, they 
will Night and Day be wref#ling with GOD in Prayer; 
and from Sabbath to Sabbath, in Seaſon and out of 


"By Seaſon, will they be giving the Ks all uſeful A. 


monitions 
2 Eph, iv, 11, 12, 15, : 2 Cor. W a6. | 
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monitions and neceſſary Warnings. Thus they are the 


Means of preſerving 4 Church, helping it 7% keep the © 


Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of „ 
Minifers are alſo ſet for the Publication and Defence 5 
of the Goſpel, and for the Administration of all the, Or 


dinances of Divine Appointment. And when through 
the faithful Diſcharge of their Office, Goſpel-Truths 
are cleared up and vindicated, and Goſpel-Ordinances 
adminiſtered in their Purity and Power, there is then 
Reaſon to hope, that with the Bleſſing of the Lord 
Churches may become eminent for Faith, Holineſs, 
and Love. But when Minifers are laid aſide by 


0 2 and totally put to Silence, is not the flouriſh- 


State of the Churches apparently - threatened, 


þ +. their Eſtabliſhment and Safety greatly en- 


dangered? 

Can any be ſuch Strangers to the Affairs of the 
Churches in the preſent Day, as not to know, that in 
ſeveral Places the Death of - Godly Minifers has been 
followed with many dreadful Conſequences, which 
their Inſtruction, Watchfulneſs, and Prayers had 
been long the Means of preventing? But uon their 


Deceaſe, What Defection from the Truth ? What 


Remiſſneſs and Coldneſs as to ſpiritual and eternal 


Things? What ſhameful - Broils, and furious Con- 
tentions? What Impurities, or Formality, in Mor- 
hip? What Neglect of Diſcipline in the Church, and 
what Looſeneſs in Convorſation, have ſoon ſprung up, 
or crept in among a People, once renowned for 


their Faith, Stedfaſtneſs, and Zeal? 
Thus have numerous and once flouriſhing Aſſem- 


q blies, that were not long before in great Reputation 
for their Strictneſs in Religion, their Tenderneſs and 
Self-Denial, been afterwards corrupted and defiled, 


rent and torn, if not utterly diſperſed and ſcattered. 


And that, which through their own Want, of 4 4 
Watchfulneſs eventually proved the ; firſt unbappy: 5 
3 Qeralione of: ſuch fad Darlene and Done: a - | 
OEM 
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was a like melancholy Providence with that whiclt 
p ou are under. And after all the ſignal Advantages, 
which for Years paſt you have richly enjoyed, when 
e conſider the Nature of Unbelief, the Power of 
* "Mmdwelling Sin, the ſubtle Devices and artful Endea- 
vours of the Helliſh Foe, with the Influence and 
Snares of the preſent World, we cannot but tremble 
| for you; knowing, that whatever be your Attain- 
* ments in Grace, you are yet far from being out of 
> Danger. And that this is the ſerious and affecting 
Apprehenſion you have of your own Caſe, may be 1 
gathered, I think, from your preſent Behaviour. 
For if it were not ſo, what could be the Cauſe of 
the bitter Lamentation and general Mourning, which 
upon the preſent awful Event are heard and ſeen 
among you? May you be quickened to the moſt 
> .refolute Watchfulneſs, and graciouſly preſerved from 
| 3 all ſuch threatening and deſtructive Evils! | 
'Y Once more, The Death of * has a n 
-* choly Proſpect, 


9 4. With regard even to the Propuriy of the Ne 

T rm. 

4 To make this evident, we are to remember, that 

the faithful NMimſters of Cbriſt are all Men of GOD, 
the Servants and Favourites of Heaven. They are 

: Men, who by fervent Prayer diligently put the Pro- 

| = miſes in ſuit; pleading, that the Lord would give us 

the former and the latter Rain ; that neither Summer 

nor Winter, Seed-time nor Harveſt, may fail, They 

pray, that there may be Plenty, and Peace in our | 
Borders; that our Tranquilhty may be lengthened cut 

” Wm Epep make Supplication for all Men; for the King, 

Rand ull in Authority, that wwe may lead a quiet and Peace- 

„ » able Life in all Godlineſs and Honey. They are im- = 

5 n with Gop, as well as Man, that an ro 4 

0; Dent. A. 14. Gen. viii. 22. Y Phal, cxlvii, 14. 5 

2 Dan. iv, 27. 21 Tim. fl. 1, 2. T ey 
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verſal/ and ſpeedy Reformation may be wrought in 
the Land; that we may become an holy Nation, and 
thus be a People ſaved of the Lord. This they know 
to be their Duty, and they dare not omit it. | 

And fince we are aſſured, that be effetZual fervent 
Prayer of a righteous Man availeth much >, we may 
warrantably conclude, that the Prayers of theſe Men 
of GOD ſhall ever, through the Mediation of Chriſt, 
find a gracious Acceptance, and be remarkably an- 
ſwered, and crowned with Succeſs, when the Lord 
ſhall ſee fit. heir Prayers therefore may from 
hence be very fitly called a Propher's Reward ©, For 
it is thus, that a Prophet rewards his kind Friends, 


and compaſſionate Benefactors: He prays for them. 


As the Lord ſaid to Abimelech, King of Gerar, con- 
cerning Abraham ; The Man is a Prophet, and be ſhall 
pray for thee, and thou ſhalt live. And if indeed the 
Kings of the Earth, if Miniſters of State, and Princes, 
rightly underſtood Things, they would lay more 
Streſs upon the Prayers of Chrif's faithful Ministers, 
than generally now they do. 

Queen Mary, tho' a perſecuting Papif, and full 
of Prejudices, yet could not ſtifſe or conceal the 
ſecret Reverence, which her Conſcience had for that 


Man of Gop Mr. Knox, a noted Protestant Miniſter 


of thoſe Times in the Kirk of Scotland, So terrible 
were the Apprehenſions, which the Dueen had of 
the Succeſs of his Supplications, that ſhe declared, 


She feared Jobn Knox*s Prayers, more than ſhe did 


an Army of Ten Thouſand Men. 


And in all Cafes, whether of a Spiritual, or Tem- 
poral Nature, if the Prayers of any Men can have 
Power with GOD, none are more likely than theirs, 
to prevail, that deſerved and - impending, ZFudements 


may be averted, and that deſirable Aly necdiul Bleſ- 


ſmgs may be granted. 

For this, among other Reaſons, the Charter 
Fas. was given of thoſe renowned „ "and 
- an 

* Maas. V. 16, . Gen. xx. 7. 
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and his Succeſſor, may in a proportionable Meaſure 
be applied to Chrif”s faithful Miniſters in every Age. 
For tho? they be ſubjef?# to many Weakneſſes and Pas 
fions, as hoſe Prophets themſelves alſo were e, yet are 
they the Chariots of Iſrael, and the Horſemen "thereof i i 
They are a conſiderable Part of the Nation's beſt 
Guard, and greatly contribute to its Defence. The 
good Example, the Inſtructions and Reproofs, which 
they give the People, are often, through the Bleſ- 
ſing of the Lord, the Means of reſtraining Men 
from Sin ; and thus, of preventing the Increaſe of 
the Number of our Provocations. And, for the 
Sake of our great Immanuel, in Anſwer to che humble 
Cries which they are daily ſending up to the Majeſty 
of Heaven, either Pardon is granted, or the Divine 


'Forbearance is continued, and the Patience of Gop 


long exerciſed. 

How mean or obſcure ſoever then thety Names 
may be, tho” they are generally Per/ons of no Note, 
and tho? their Prayers may be of little or no Value 
with the Publick, or the Government under which 


they live; yet oftentimes theſe Servants of the Lord, 
by Means of their Infiruftions, and through cheir 


Supplications and Power with GOD, are really and ef- 


fectually, tho? in a more remote and ſecret Manner, 


the Inſtruments of ſaving the Land from Ruin. Their 
Influence indeed is ſmall upon Earth; but great is 


their Iutereſt at the Throne of Grace, and in the Court 


of Heaven. 


+ If the Matter therefore be ſeriouſly en 
their Death will ap an to be ſuſt Cauſe far Lamentation. 


I ſhall dq pa 


ON, 


II. To point out ſome ſpecial 3 which, 
when they occur, are a great an of the 


= Los of ſüch Muniſters. 


e Jam. v. 17. 5 2 Kings Xii. 14˙ 


- -» 


FR 1 


Thoſe I ſhall mention, will be included under the 
following Heads. And ſurely they are Circumſtances 
that muſt greatly aggravate the Loſs of ſuch, 


1. When they that are removed, were favoured 
with d;ftinguiſhed Quyclifications for their Work, 


and with remarkable Succeſs therein. 


When they eminently anſwered the Character they 
bore, as the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards ef the 
Myſteries of GODt®:—When they were richly fur- 
niſhed with the Unt7:0n of the Holy One h, which, tho? 
it does not ſuperſede, yet it ſurmounts, the Teach- 
ing of Men, and in Compariſon therewith all Hu- 
man Learning is as Nothing: When they were 
bleſt with uncommon Endowments and Abilities for 
their Work; and approved themſehves to be able Mi- 
niſters of the New Teſtament, not of the Latter, but of 
the Spirit i; Workmen, that needed not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth * :— When they 
were faithful allo, as Paul was, not ſpunning to declare 


the whole Counſel of GOD]; but were careful to 


preach the Preaching which he bid them m; not keeping 
any Thing back”, either as to Doctrine or Reproof, that 
was neceſſary to be ſpoken, or likely to be of Service; 
and would never be diſcouraged from ſeeking to pleaſe 
the Lora, for Fear of offending Man : Surely the 
Death of ſuch Miniſters is greatly to be lamented. 
When they were likewiſe dikgent in their Studies; 


induſtrious, frequent, and fervent in their Preaching; 
being indefatigable in their Work, inceſſant in their 
Labours, and daily upon the Stretch in the Service 


of Gop for the Good of Souls: — When moreover, 
they were of an humble, tender Spirit; of a ſym- 
pathizing, condeſcending, and affectionate Temper : 
"hy | | __ — When 


| 8>x Cor. iv. .. * x John ii. 20. i 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
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When they were exemplary in their Self. Denial, 


Prudence, and Diſcretion; 0. ſeeking their um, 


but the Things which are Feſus Christ's ? : When they 
knew how to rule their own Houſe, and to take Care of 
the Church of GOD 4%; wiſely conducting their own 


Affairs, and giving proper Advice to others : -— 
When they were truly of a peaceable and loving 


Diſpoſition, while at the ſame Time they were vali- 
ant for the Truth *, and zealous for the pure Obſerva- 
tion of Divine Inſtitutions :----When by ſuch Cir- 


Cumſtances as theſe their Life was endeared, by the 
= Remembrance thereof their Death will be greatly 
= embutered, | | 


_ Eſpecially, when withal they were ſignally crowned 


2 with Succeſs, and made the happy Inſtruments of con- 
verting Sinners from the Errors of their Way * . When 
their Miniſtry was adapted, and made uſeful to win 
> Souls 10 Chrift, to enlighten the Minds of Men, to 
purify their Hearts, and reform their Lives: When 
it was ſuited, and rendered effectual, to confirm the 
= Feeble, and ſatisfy the Doubting, to comfort the Diſ- 
2 Zreſſed, relieve the Tempted, and anſwer all the Ends 
of their holy Calling :-—-In every ſuch Caſe, in Pro- 
portion to the high Degree that any Miniſters 


were conſpicuous and noted for their excelling Capa- 


cities, their ſhining Qualifications, and eminent Lie- 
2 fulneſs in Life, the greater Mliction and Loſs will re- 
ligious Perſons eſteem, and find, their Death to be. 
How far the great Things I have now mentioned, 
did enter into the Character of your Deceaſed Paſtor, 
is what I need not fay to you, or any that were well © 
Z acquainted with him.----As to you of this Church and 

23 Congregation, who for above Twenty Nears had the 
Privilege of his Miniſtry, and of a peculiar Intimacy 
with him, your ſerious and raiſed Opinion of bis A. 
= zainments, your Senſe of the Greatneſs of your Ls 
through bis Departure, have been plainly NOOR 


P Phil. ij. 21. 2 1 Tim. ii. 5. Jen in. 3% 
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by the mary Tears you have ſhed upon this doleful 
Occaſion, And certainly the beſt and higheſt En- 
comium of a departed Miniſter is, that which is given, 
not in a fulſome Panegyrict, but by the bitter Cries 
and general Lamentation of the Godly, when they 
know that they ſhall ſee his Face no more. 

Another Circumſtance, which, when it happens, 
does further aggravate the Death of Mini ters, is, 


2. Their being removed at 4 Tine, when their 
Opportunities for Service were IT: 


As the Seaſonatleneſs of a Mercy is often a very great 
Addition to it; ſo the Time of an Afliction may give 
it the greater Weight. That Miniſters ſhould. be 
called off from their Work, at @ Time, when great 
Numbers are thirſting and longing after the Word, 
with an Eagerneſs that in theſe Days is not common: 
That they ſhould be taten away, when the Provi- 
dence of Gop had juſt opened, it may be, @ wider 
Door for their Uſefulnek, than ever it had done be- 


fore :----This muſt be very affecting | Very afflicting, 


and grievous indeed! 

And this, I preſume, is remarkably the Caſe, as 
to the Occaſion of our preſent Mourning, For if 
what I have heard at a Diſtance be true, the Fields in 


this Neighbourhood do manifeſtly appear to be white 


to the Horofft*. : 
Is it not well known to many among you, that 


the Lord is cauſing Light to ſpring up in ſome Places 


not far from hence, which in Years paſt have been 


as the Habitation of Darkness; and is beginning to 
enlighten thoſe, who fat in the very Region and Shadow 
of Death ® ? Have there not been ſome evident Signs 


and Tokens, as if the Spirit of the Lord was about to 


lift up a Stanlard againſt the Enemy, where he had long 


prevailed, and carried all before him /ike a Flood ? a 
_ there not ſome hopeful Appearances, that ne 


Time 
5 


; t Joha iv. 35. ; by Mat. iv. 16. : * Iſa. Er 29. 
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Lime is come, for its being made known to many, 
who perhaps had never heard it before, that Cbriſt 
is given for a Covenant of the People, for a Light of the 
Gentiles, to open the b.ind Eyes, 10 bring out the Priſoners 
from the Priſon, and them that fit in Darkneſs out of the 
Priſon Houſe * ? 

Through the Report of the Goſpel, that has been 
lately carried into obſcure Parts of the adjacent 
Country, have not ſome been inſtructed in the Way. 
of Salvation by Feſus Chriſt, and his imputed Righteouſe 
neſs ?----Are there not ſome here preſent, that within 
a few Months paſt were in the miſerable State of 
Ignorance, Unbelief, and Sin; that ſeemed to be 
ſwallowed up in the Gulf of Stupidity and carnal 
Security; who are now ſo far . as to be wound 
ed and pricked in their Heart; and being made to cry 
out, What muſt we do to 2 ſaved Y are enquiring 
after Chrif, the great Phyſician of Souls, and after 
the healing Balm and mollifying Ointment of Gop's 

Ef providing 7— Tea, are there not in this Aſſembly 

- * - - ſeveral, who but a little while ago were among the 

Generation of Scoffers, profaning the Name of Chrift, . _ 

rreproaching his Mmfers, vilifying his People, and 


s BM deſpiſing his Ways; that are now tracing he Foorfeps 
f i of his Flock *, aſking the Way to the heavenly 2 
a2 with their Faces, and their Hearts ſet thitherward-* ? 
« And is this in Truth the preſent State of Things, f 
9 among you, or near you? Happy ſure, that it is ſo! 
t WM Let the Greatneſs of the Love of Gop be humbly 
s. 8 adored ! and the Wonders of his ſaving Grace be for 


theſe delightful Events is a great Increaſe of the Loſs 
wo are now lamenting. For theſe merciful Diſpen- 
ſations ſhew, what an abundant Occaſion there is for 
ſpiritual Guides, for faithful Shepherds, and careful 
Watchmen, And it muſt upon many Accounts be 

"ey melancholy t to think, that the Number of _ 

gan 

15. 2 6, 2 Y AQs ii. 37. Cant. i. 8. 
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and diligent Hands ſhould be leſſened, af a 77 me, 
when Opportunities for Labour and Service were in- 
creging. In human Judgment, how ill at ſuch a 
a Scafon could they be ſpared, who were as Scribes in- 
Arutfzed unto the Kingdom of Heaven, well verſed in 
the Things of the Goſpel, and abundantly qualified 
to bring out of their Treaſure Things new and old > ? 
If the Lord does not graciouſly and powerfully 
ear for his own Cauſe, what a Damp muſt we fear 
it will be upon - the Work in ſome neighbouring 
Parts, that he who was ſignally owned of Gop to be 
a great, if not the chief Inſtrument in beginning and 
carrying it on, ſhould fo ſoon be removed, and taken 
from it ?----This is our Afliction! Here is the Cauſe of 
our Grief! It is fo to all of us: To thoſe eſpecially, that 
are immediately concerned; who live in dry and 
thirſty Deſarts, and could not but deſpair of ever 
ſeeing the pure Streams of Goſpel-Ordinances paſs glid- | 
ing by their Doors again, in the like plentiful and 
refreſhing Manner that they lately did, were they 
not taught, both from the Word, and their own Ex- 
perience, that with the Lord all Things are poſſible © ; 
and that there is not any Thing needful for bis h 
Peoples Salvation, which can be 400 bard for Him to 


effect. 
Another Circumftance, which exaggerate; the Death 
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When, according to the Courſe of n, 4a 3 
Ne Continuance of their Life, and Labours, 3 
might have been erpebted. | 


- By the righ teous Appointment of Gop, from Adam's Z 
Fall till Chris ſecond Coming, all muſt die l. Neither 
the advanced Piety, nor the extenſive Uſe fulneſs of Mi 
any, can exempt them from the Stroke of Death. 
Minifers under the Goſpel are no more ſuffered to 
continue by Ngo f Death, than the Priefts were 
under - 


„N nf. 525 * Mat xix. 1 « Heb, ix, 27. 
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under the Law. That Meniffers therefore, that as 
moſt eminen. and excellent of them, ſhould die, is not 
at all to be wondered at. But that which ſometimes 
gives the Surprize, and does more than a little heighten 
the Afliction, is their being removed at a Time, when 
their Death was little enpedted, and when there were 
pleaſing Hopes of a longer Enjoyment of their Miniſtry. 
This is a Particular, that cannot be overlooked 
with regard to the Deceaſe of your honoured Paffor; 
there being to the very Day before the Morning of 
his Diſſolution, a delightful Proſpect of his further Die- 
fulneſs. But how ſuddenly was he ſeized !----As to him- : 
ſelf indeed, we have the greateſt Reaſon to believe, 
that he was prepared and ready to obey. the Summons. 
4 With an holy Reſignation of Soul, like Moſes, he 
1 could die at the Commandment of his Land f . without 
any Trouble at the Thought of his being abroad, at a 
* Diſtance from his Family, and many of his Friends. 
Io a Good Man, to a faithful Miniſter, taken in biene 
Mafter*'s Work, as he was, theſe Circumſtances could 
give little, or no Uneaſmeſs. All Concern about them, 
we may well imagine, was ſwallowed up in the Bl 
ſedneſs, that attended his being found ſo well employed 
at his Lord's Coming 2. To him, no doubt, - fudden 
Death was ſudden Glory,--—But as to us that ſurvive, , 
how -dfflifting is the Providence! When he left oy 25 
HFabitation, little did his Relatives think, whatev -- 
he thought himſelf, that the affectionate and tender 5 =D 
Reſpects he then teſtified, would be the la he ſhould ' 
ever ſhew them; and that inſtead of returning to is 
Houſe again, his Soul ſhould be ordered to quit ius 
fleſhly Priſon, and take its willing Flight into the happy 
Region and Manſions above ; where his Converſation, 
where his Heart, where his Hepes and Defres, it was 
iy of bs evident, long before had been. Thus 
of his Family, and you of this Congregation, bag 
13 laßt Sight of bim, at a Time when it was _ © + 
by fu peed, For as to his Nara, * could not. = 
2 Heb vn, f Des gan. 3. : Mat in, . 
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forbid the Hope, that bis valuable Lie mi ght havi 
been continued yet a good while longer: And if he 
was worn out, it muſt be with the Abundance of bis 
Service, and what, in ſome Senſe; might be called 
the Exceſs of his Labours; and not by the Extremity, 
or Length of his Age ; he being but little more than 
turned of S7x7y-7wo. 

Now that one ſo eminently »ſefu and dear, ſhould 
be ſnatched away in ſuch a fudden and furprizing Man- 
ner, muſt be very affefFing. But that Providence 
ſhould thus order it, before his Days were come to 
the Nears of GOD's ordinary Appointment for the Life 
of Man, this is @ Circumfance, that muſt certainly 
be an Aggravation of your Loſs, and a conſiderable 
Addition to your Grief and Sorrow. 

One Conſideration more, ge farther exaggerates 
the Gaſe, 3 | 


4. When Gofel-Miniters are - ſearce, and rare to 
* met with. | 


This, 1 one, is a W FIR Ene to be 
applied with the utmoſt Guard and Caution; and 
thould never be introduced, whether in Preach: 
or Converſation, but in a ſerious Mamer, and in the 
Fear of GOD. It becomes us to be of the like Spirit 
with Moſes, when he faid, Would GOD, that all the 
Bord People were Prophets | And in that Spirit we 

cannot but ſay, Nould to GOD, that all who are called 
bis Prophets, were 2 * and that mu” Lord would 
| Put his Spirit upon them 
But with an boh UN and Grief be it ſpoken, 

the Cafe at preſent is far otherwiſe. It is too notorious | 
to be once denied or queſtioned, that among alf De- 
"nominations there are many, who bear the Mini Nerial 
Charafer, that have ſadly degenerated from their pious 


| Predeceſfrs, and ſhamefully deſerted their illuſtrious 


Example, —Are there not nary that are an en 
_ a Scandal . 
4 Numb. xi, 2 | 
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Standal to their Function? who, like Hophni and Phi- 
 mehas of old, by their Wickedneſs make the Sacrifices of 
the Lord to be abborred* ? —But are there not, beſides - 
theſe, many that abuſe their Office, while they profeſs 
to fulfill it; and that diſhonour the Ordinance of Preach. 
ing, while they engage in its Adminiſtration ? H.] dñ 
frequently is this done, by Men's corrupting the Word - 
of Chriſt, while they would be thought to explain 
and teach it ? 3 | | 5 
How few are the Miniſters in theſe Times, who 
make it appear, that they aim to deal faizbfully and 
Plainly with the Conſciences of Men; by acquainting . 
them with the Sinfulneſs and Miſery of their natural 
Condition; by ſetting before them the Tranſereſſions 
of their Lives, and the Evil of their Doings ; or by. 
warning them of the eternal Wrath and infinite Ter- 
rors, that are coming apace upon the Chilaren of 
Diſobediente?— How few, that are ſkilful and faithful, 
in preaching Peace by Feſus Chrift ; in declaring the 
Perfection, the Divine Appointment, and Glory of his 
Righteouſneſs, with the Þreeneſs of its Imputation to all 
that have Faith to plead it; or in ſhewing, that it 
is for the Sake of bis Righteouſneſs alone, that Gor. 
grants the Remiſſion of Sins, and juſtifies the Ungodly * 2” 
How few, that are careful to point out, from the 
Mord of Gop, the original Spring of Regeneration, as 
it flows from eleing Love; the Nature of it, as it is 
a Divine and Supernatural York upon the Soul; or 
the Author of it, as it is wrought by the Spirit of GOD? 
How few, that rightly declare the Efe#s of it, as 
it makes old Things paſs away, and all Things become 
new? ? or that urge the Neceſſity of it, and ſhew, that 
without the happy Experience thereof never an 
J 8 * 
How many are the Preachers in this Day, who in- 
ſtead of declaring ſuch important Truths as theſe, amuſe 
the People with empty Speculations, and entertain 
a i x Sam. ji. 17. — .* 1 2 Cor. v. 1 
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them with Diſcourſes, either upon Politicks, and 
Matters of Civil Government, or upon Controverſy and 
Matters of doubiful Diſputation ? And who, inſtead 
of inſiſting upon thoſe Graces and Duties which eſſen- 
tially belong to the Chriſtian Life, and a cloſe Wall. 
ing with GOD, ſatisfy themſelves, and endeavour to 
content their Hearers, with ſlight Harangues upon 
moral Virtues, and the bare Externals of Religion, to 
the manifeſt Decay and Ruin of the Power of God- 
lineſs 

Now at a Time when this is too generally the Caſe 
among us, what à plain Call have we to lament the 
Death of ſuch Minifters, as were truly Men of GOD? 
of ſuch, as were ready and mighty in the Scriptures u; 
whoſe Care i it was, to preach the Word of Faith o Pure- 
ty and entirely, as the. Scriptures have revealed it; and 
who made it tbeir Aim, both in the Pulpit, and out of / 
it, to humble and abaſe the Creature, to exalt the Lord, 
his Righteouſneſs and Grace, and to promote a Life of 
Faith, Dependance, and Submiſſion, in all holy all. 
ing and net Obedience ? | 

In the Times of Lukewarmneſs and Deadneſs, ſuch, 
as are kept waking and lively, cannot but lament the: 
Death of thoſe godly Miniſters, who , ſpoke like Men, 
that had their Call, their Commiſſion, and Power from. 
Gop ; whoſe Seriouſneſs and Fervour in Praying and 
Preaching appeared to be the Effert at leaſt of an holy. 
Solicitude about their own and others Salvation, and. 
diſcovered the ſweet Savour they had of the Things of 
GOD in their own Souls, and: their Defre that the 
People alſo might be led into the happy and ſaving 
Experience of them.—In theſe Times of Error and 
Declenfion, Believers cannot but lament: the Death: of 
thoſe Min ſters, who were ſound in the Faith, and 
boly in their Walk ; whoſe Doctrine and Converſation 3 
were both of 4 Piece; and whoſe exemplary Behaviour, 
in a ſtrict Obedience to all Divine Commands, and 
in a conſcientious Regard to all Divine — : 

Aar i. 24. Bon . f. „ ĩͤ by 85 


2 
Wo F 
-# 

"na 
©, 

e 


[2] 


' gave Weight to the Truths which they delivered in : 


publick, and was a powerful Recommendation of the 
Advice, Counſel, and Direction, which they gave in 


private. 


And now, do you, my Brethren and Friends, you you 


who have any juſt Apprehenſion of the melancholy 
State of Things almoſt throughout the Land ; you, 


who are well acquainted with the peculiar Circumſtances 
in this Neighbourhood ; you, who knew more fully 
than others, the gracious, the excelling Endowments, 


and ſhining Converſation, of that eminent Servant of 


the Lord, whoſe Funeral Rites you have lately ſolemnized ; 


do you of this Congregation, that ſo long enjoyed the Be- 


nefit of his judicious, evangelical, warming, an 

ſearching Miniſiny, and the . Benefit allo of his labo- 
rious, pious, and inſtructive Life, do you judge, whe- 
ther by his Death the Lord be not calling you, and us, 
to Mourning, — Do not the many ſad Countenances, 
and weeping Eyes, which I now behold in this Aﬀem- 


bly, fafficiendly declare your Apprebenſom; and are 


not theſe dejeFed Looks plain Indications of grieving 
Hearts ?—— Mourn then, and give ſome Vent to the 


Fulneſs of your Sorrow. But watch, that your Paſſions 


may be under an holy Government, and may be kept 
within due Bounds ;, leſt the Enemy get an Advantage of 


you, for you are not ignorant of his Devices b. 


This brings me to the APPLICATION: And 
N through Divine Aſſiſtance, 


III. I ſhall attempt to turn the 2 de of your * 
row into its proper Channel, 


Here then I would beſeech you, and may the 
Lord enable you! to make it appear in all your 
Mourning, that your Grief is of the right Kind, and 
that you ſorrow after a godly Sort %, To this End I 


fall — you, (l, ) as Cautions, that your Sor- P 
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row may be well regulated; and ( ſecondhy,) Some D.. 
refions, that it may be duly improved, 


FIRST, I ſhall offer you ſome Cautions, that your | 
| Sorrow may be well regulated. And here, 


1. Do not mourn, as if the Caſe could not have 
been worſe, than z0w it is. 


„ Tho' the Stroke be heavy, and the Diſpenſation 
ſevere, ſtill in the midſt of Judgment GOD remembers 

Mercy . -As yet, you are but under the Appearance 
of a Threatening, that the Goſpel! ſhall be removed ; 
and by a faithful Attention to the Warning ſuch a 
dreadful Proceeding may be prevented. 

Again, Sore as the Strote is now, yet had it come 
ſooner, it might have been worſe. Muſt not ſuch 
among you ſay ſo eſpecially, who have been /azely 
' quickened and renewed, through the Bleſſing of the 
Lord upon the Labours of his Servant, in ſome of 
the /aft Nears, or even the laſt Months of his Miniftry ? 
How deeply ſoever then your Loſs is now to be la- 
mented, yet there is Reaſon to be thankful, that he 
was continued Jo long. It gave me ſome Pleaſure, 

. fince I came into this City, to hear of one in par- 
ticular, whoſe Repentance is of a late Date, who upon 
the preſent Death expreſſed himſelf to this Purpoſe, 
He bleſſed Gop, that his Servant was ſpared, till 
« he had done his Buſineſs for him;“ i. e. till he had 
been the Hiſtrument of his Converſion, I hope there 
are many, whoſe Hearts upon the ſame Occaſion 
can ſpeak the ſame Language. 
Conſider farther, Would not the Caſe have been 
worſe, had the Lord merely lengthened out be Life 
of your Miniſter, but laid him under an  Incapacity pf - 
any farther publick Uſefulneſs or Service; and thus 
have made him a Spectacle unto the World, unto Angels 
and Men ? This, in the adorable 55 of 
: 1 9D, 
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- Gov, has been the Condition of ſome, of great Emi. 
nenee and Note in the Miniſtry. | 
And as to you, that have fat under his * 
Miniſtrations, whether for a longer, or a ſhorter Space, 
and have never yet been converted, you, Sirs, would 
do well to conſider, that the Caſe with you might 
have been worſe, infinitely worſe, than yet h is. Let 
me ſeriouſly aſk the Man that ſtill remains in a State 
of Impenitence and Unbelief, Suppoſe Death had been 

_ thy Lot, and thou, poor Wretch, hadſt been cut off, 
inſtead of him that is gone, hadſt not thou been undone 
fer ever? As to him, you are verily perſuaded, he is 
ſafe and happy in the Manſions of Glory above: But 
hadſt ho been taken in the ſudden and furprizing Man- 
ner that he was, whither hadſt thou gone ? Or ſhouldſt 
thou now, or at any Time whatever, be cu off in thy + 
preſent Ie and undone Condition, with thy Sin and 
Gui]t upon thee, what then would become of thy Soul 
for ever? Muſt thou not be as miſerable, as the Wrath 
of Gop, as the Laſhes of Conſcience, and the Tor- 
ments of Hell itſelf, can make thee ? Think then 
how intolerable the Caſe might have been, or muſt 
ſhortly be, with thee, unleſs thou art ſpeedily deli- 
vered from the Hardneſs of thy Heart, and faved 
from thy Sins, Happy will it be, if the turning thine 
ye into the Grave of the Deceaſed might have as de- 
firable an Effect upon h Soul, as was wrought upon 
the Bady of the Man, who being caſt into the Sepulchre © 
of the Prophet, upon zouching bis Bones, received Life *! 
Happy indeed, if through the Wonders of Divine 
Grace the Preacher*s Death ſhould be the Means of 
awakening thoſe, whom the moſt rouzing Sermons, and 
the moſt /ely Preaching never did! This would turn 
our Mourning into Praiſing; at leaſt thus our Tears of 
ova would be mixed with Ti ears of . 


2 Do not4 mourn, as if Gop was at a 00 FOE 
bis Work ſhall now be — on among you. 
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Through our Weakneſs nad 1e be 


Joon puzzled ; but no Perplexity can poſſibly ariſe to 
Him, whole Power is omnipotent, and his Wiſdom 
unſearchable. Keep you the Path of Duiy. If you 
have offended or wandered, yet now return u. Truſt 
in the Lord under all Events, and He will ſave you . 
He is not tied to Inſtruments or Means, tho' We are. 


The Fulneſs and Glory of the Head of the Church are 


tbe ſame ; the Stability of the everlaſting, of the All- 
comprehending Covenant, is the ſame as ever. The 
Death of Miniſters makes no Variation in the eternal 
Truths of the Goſpel, which they have publiſhed. The 
Lord can revive, and carry on his Work, in the Land, 

in the Churches, and in particular Souls, by whom be 


will, He that appoints the glorious Angels of Hea- 


ven to be miniſtrin eee to ſuch Worms as we are, 
t 


He can raiſe up 
he pleaſes, to 5 the Angels of the Churches. 


| The Work of the Goſpel was never carried on, by 
the ſtrongeſt Might or Power of the Creature, with- 


out the Spirit; and when He is poured forth, by weak 
Things He can confound the Mighty, and by fooliſh 
Things confaund the Wiſdom of all that are his or your 


Adverſaries v. He can make Darkneſs Light before you, 
and crooked Things ftraight ; that He may bring the 


Blind by a Fay they knew not, and may lead them 


Paths that they have not known *, May ſuch Tp | 


as theſe be done for you! and — "ſhall you fin 

that e Lord will not forſake you. Take * not to 
provoke Him thereunto by Mourning, tho? under a 
ſenſible Conviction that af Fleſh is Graſs, as if you 


were not aflured, OT ne 2 8 of the Lord endureth þ 


for ever *. 


3. Let none chat believe mourn, as if they were 


never to. _ their ee Nn er in another 


World, 


er. li. 1, 22. e . 49: * Heb. i. 14. 
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Wola, becauſe they ſhall * his Face mo more 
in thus. | 


It is true, the Thought of ſeeing him again, inſtead. 
of. alleviating, may juſtly add 10 = Sorrow of - thoſe, 
who under the moſt pungent Diſcourſes continued eaſy. 
and ſecure in the Practice of Sin; who under the. 
moſt melting Preaching have been the more hardened in 
their [mpenitence and Unbelief. It is dreadful ſure, 
for Perſons through their wilful Oz/inacy, and choſen 

 , Perverſeneſs, to be preached into Hell under a Miniftry, 
5 that had the greateſt Aptitude of leading to Heaven. 
And who is there among us, that is convinced of 
the Corruption of his Nature, and of the Deceitfulneſs 
and Power of indiwelling Sin, but muſt acknowledge, 
that this wretched Caſe might have. been his, if Grace 
had not prevented? But as to you that continue in uur 
Sin, I might now juſtly ſay, Y/hat have you to do with 
Peace Þ ? but rather let me aſk, <* hat have you upon Y 
4 e this Occaſion o do with Mourning; ? You ſlighted | 
e the Inſtruction, Advice, and Counſel, which in 
“ the deep Penetration of his enlightened Judg-- 
c ment, which in the Tenderneſs of his Conſcience, | 
c and in the Compaſſion and Fervour of his Spirit, 
T: «your Minister gave you while he live; and now: | 
you would be thought to mourn at his Death. But 
1 muſt tell you, if you will not receive the Lord's 
Christ, nor break off your Sins by Repentance, that in 
a little Time it will be ſeen, that your Attendance upon; 
bis Miniſtry, and your Mourning at bis Deatb, were 
| both alike ; and that neither of them was any Thing 
better than empty Formality, or vile Hypocrify : And 
4p» if you ſhould die in the ſinful State in which you now. 
are, then will he for whoſe. Death you profeſs to 
mourn, appear at the Bar of Gop as a Witneſs againt 
Jou, to your utter Confuſion and Condemnation... . 

But whoever ſhall be found az the laſt Day, to have 
truly profited by the Word which he 3 ws _ 
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ſte his Face with Comfort. You that have eel for 
merly, or lately, ſet as Seals to his Minifry; tho” it 
may be ſuppoſed, that you of all others had the moſt 
endeared Affection for bim, and are now the mo? af- 
flifted, yet have no Need to mourn, as if the preſent 
Separation muſt be perpetual and eternal. No! At the 
End of the World, when Chri? ſpall appeatr in his 
moſt exalted State, then all that are found in Him, both 


 Minifers and People, ſhall meet in his glorious Pre- 


ſence. Then will the Redeemer; as an Evidence of 
his Faithfulneſs to his Covenant Engagements, and 
as a Demonſtration of the Succeſs of his Under- 
taking, deliver up the Kingdom to GOD *, even all his 
Subjects, faying, Father, Here am I, and the Children 
whom thou haſt given me T. At the fame Time He will ; 
fay to his Ministers, concerning thoſe, that were con- 
verted under their reſpective Miniſtry, . Here are 
* they, who according to the eternal Deſignation of 
% my Father, being purchaſed by my Blood, were 
through the Power of my r and the Ef- 

« ficacy of my Spirit, made the bleſſed Fruits of 
& your Labours. Theſe I appoint to be Jour Foy and 


1 Crown of Rejoicing 1 all Eternity.“ — Ha pp 


the Souls among you, whoſe Faith, in the midſt OP 
their preſent Difreſs and Mourning, can thus anticipate 
the Felicity of that Heavenly State; in which, I am 
perſuaded, Ministers ſhall as clearly and diſtinctly 
know their People, and the People their Minifters, as 
the Diſciples knew Moſes and Elias at the 7 Trangfgura- 
tion 4 / — But now, | 


SECONDLY, 1 ſhall offer ſome Direfions, that | 
your Sorrow may be duly . to the moſt 19855 
l and holy Purpoſes. 


Let every Thing then that calls fir Kobe: be ſe 
riouſly conſidered, and regarded with a due Attention. 
Tho? perhaps of — outward Afflictions the Apoftle's 

' = Departure 
'P the, XV. 24. + Heb/ i. 1 VVV 
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Departre was reckoned by the Chriftians at Miletus 2 


to be the /oret ; and tho” this was the Caſe, which 
at that Time did moſt affett tbem; yet they had much 
Matter for Sorrow on other Accounts, And ſo have 
e. Tho! the ſpecial Cauſe of our preſent Mourn- 
ing be very great and ſolemn, yet it is not the only Oc- 


 cafion we have for Grief : No, nor the chief One nei- 


ther. Beſides what is Outward, with reſpect to the 
Aﬀtiftions. of Foſeph ©, and the D. Breſo of our Chriſtian 
Brethren abroad; beſides the Decay of Religion, the 
increaſe of Error, and the horrid Growth: of Impiety 
at home; beſides the melancholy Proſpet? we have, whe- 
ther as to publick, or private Affairs: Beſides all this, 
we have every one of us ſomething within, which is 


fuch a landing Occaſion for Grief and Sorrow, as will 


never be worn out, while Life itſelf ſhall laſt. The 


Conſideration of our Vileneſs, of the Malignity and 
Evil which there is in Sin, gives us juſt Matter for 
freſh Lamentation from Day to Day. Sin is a deeper, 
and more abiding Cauſe of Sorrow, than the moſt 
grie vous and affecting Loſs can be, tho? of the deareſt 
Fellow-Creature, or of the moſt faithful. Friend 10 our 


| Souls, either in a private, or publick Character. 


By this Providence Gop has called you to Mourning, 
and diſpoſed you for it. But what he now expetFs, and 


requires, under this awful Diſpenſation, is, that you 
be earneſtly ſeeking His Spirit to enable you to renew 


afreſh your Sorrow for Sin. Fall in then with _ 
9 En of this Stroke : And, 


1. Abe for Original Sin; for the Guiltineſs and 
e of our Nature. | 


Let your Faith look back to the very Entrance of 


Din into the World, at the Fall of Adam; and lament 
our Original Apoſtacy through bis Breach of the fr/t 


Covenant ; which was the Source, the Origin and Spring 


of his — T1 _ of als the Sorrows that we ever 
met 
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met with, yea, and of all the Miſeries to which bis 
Pofterity are obnoxious, in Time, and to Eternity. 
We ſhould with Grief remember what the Apoftle 
teaches us, that by one Man Sin entred into the World, 


and Death by Sin; and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, for 
that all. have foamed f Sinned in Adam, being included 


in his Headſbip, as he was by the righteous Constitution 


of the infinitely wiſe and holy Gop appointed the 


federal Head, and Repreſentative of all bis Deſcendants: : 


And thus by. his Diſobedience, not himſelf only, but 
many more, even all his Offspring, were made Sinners : 
And We among the reſt. Let us mourn then, as 
the Pſalmi did, from the Conſideration, that we 
were ſhapen in Twiquity, and conceived in Sinh; and for 


this Re aſon were Children of Wrath. by . . 
as others i. Again, 


2. Meurn for AAãual Sins, both — 5 Out- 
Ward. 


Aaurn under the Dee of the Plague of your 
own Hearts *, and the Experience of the. Naughtineſs 
that is within, Let us lament the Blindneſs of our 
Minds, the Obſtinacy of our Wills, and the Thordinacy 
of our Aﬀeftions, Let it grieve us to think, of the 
Traachery of. our Memories, as to Matters of Duty and 
Religion, of the Unfaitbfulneſs of our Conſcience, and 
the Hardneſs of our Hearis againſt. Gon, Let us 
mourn for ſecret Sins, which None but Gon and Con- 
ſcience were privy to, and which cannot be charged 
upon us by any Fellow- Creature. Let us /b for 
the Tranſereſſions, Irregularities, and Defects sf our 
Lives. Let the Hand of every Man of us in this 
Aſſembly, ſinite upon his Wigb! for his Injuftice or 
Intemperance, for his Remiſsneſs or ſinful” Conformity 10 
the World, for his paſt, Impenitence and Unbelief, for 
his e or au. of Goo: under a Pfade 
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Enjoyment of the Means of Grace, and for all thoſe 
Evils which there is Reaſon to fear have thus provoked 
the Anger of the Lord, and moved Him, by the 
Death of your Miniſter, afreſh to threaten thoſe Fudg- 
ments, of which by his Preaching you had been often 
warned; even the Departure of GOD's gracious Preſence, 
and, in Conſequence of this, the Loſ of that Light, 
Power, and Glory, which had heretofore been ſeen and 
felt in the Sanctuary ®,----Be perſuaded, Sirs, (and may 
the Spirit of Grace and Holineſs help you!) effectually 
to ſearch and try your Ways n, to anſwer the Call of 
this Providence, by confeſſing and bewailing your Of. 
Fences, by turning again to the Lord, and walking more 
cloſely with Him, Be rouzed, My dear Friends, bs 
rouzed by this awful Stroke, to lament after GOD ®. 
Conſider, if He ſhould depart, tho* the Goſpel itſelf 
Thould be continued, it will nothing avail. Remem- 
ber there can be no Judgment more dreadful, than a 
powerleſs, ſpiritleſs, unſucceſsful Miniſtry : Neither is 
there any Deſtru#ion, that can be more certain or ſore, 
than what zhis directly leads to. Seek the Lord there- 
fore, while yet He may be found v; and call upon Him, 
before he is gone quite out of Hearing. Further, 


3. Mourn for the Sins of Others ; even for thoſe Sins, 
in the aua Commiſſion of which you had no hand. 


Mourn for thoſe Sins, that are found in your Fami- 
lies, in your Nerghbourhood, in your worſhipping Aſſem- 
blies, or among your religious Friends and Chriſtian 

Brethren. Conſider, that as the whole Camp of T1jrael 
 fuffered for the Treſpaſs of Achan 4; ſo a Church may 
ſuffer, if it be but for the Sin of one f its Members. 
And this juſtly : For where is the Chriſtian, whoſe 
_ enlightened Conſcience will not accuſe him, of be- 
ing ſome Way acceſſary to the Sin of his Fellow- 
Members, either through the Want of a greater 
rH | E 2 Earneſt» 
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Earneſtneſs in Prayer for their Preſervation, or of 
more diligent Eudeavours for their Sanctification; or 


through ſome bad Example, or ſome ſinful Conni- 


vance; or through the Neglect of that faithful Re- 

proof, and brotherly Admonition, which was his Duty? 
Let theſe Things be enquired into, and then ſee, 
what Occafion you have upon theſe Accounts for 
Mourning and Lamentation. 

I am indeed very much a Stranger to you, and 
the particular State of Things among you ; but by 


what I have learnt from the Scriptures of the Imper- 
Feklion of the beſt Saints upon Earth, I cannot but 


fear, that upon a-ſerious Reflection you will moſt, 
if not all, of you find ſome Matter of Controverſy 
between Gop and your Souls, that has not yet been 
perfectly made up; ſomething, in which you have 


not ſo punctually and fully complied with the In- 


ſtructions of the Word, and Dictates of the Spirit, 
as became you. Now the Lord has brought you into 
Trouble, with a gracious Deſign, I truſt, that your 
Ears ſhall be opened *, By this Correction he is fealing 
his Inſtruftions *, that they may have the greater 


Weight and Authority ; as Deeds and Writings have, 


when a Seal is affixed. In this Day of Adverfity there- 
fore, you are to confider t, what your Provecations have 


been. And do not reſt in a general Survey, but de- 


ſcend to Particulars, till you come cloſe to the Caſe, 


that has been moſt inſnaring, and polluting.----To 
find this out, let your Life be reviewed, and your 


Heart ranſacked. Recollect what the Miſcarriage 
was, which the Spirit of Gop did moſt charge upon 
you, before the . Stroke came. Carefully attend to 
the Voice of Conſcience, under, or after Communion 
with Gor in his Ordinances; and when it is moſt 
diſpoſed to deal impartially with you. Hear what it 
ſays, particularly, after the ſweeteſt Enjoyment of 
.Gop's Preſence in ſecret Prayer and Meaitation,--5- 


And when 285 Evil is * and its Sinfulneſs dif. 
covered, | 


Þ Job xxxvi. 15. 2 Job xxxili, "8s is Eecleſ. vil. 14: * 
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covered, then let your Sorrow for it appear in your 
earneſt Deſire, Endeavour, and Prayer, that it may 
not be ſpared. Deal with it, as the Fews did with 
Paul, when they laid Hands on him, crying out, Men 
of Ifrael, Belp: This is the Man that teacheth the People 
againſt the Law *, Let this be your Sentiment and 
Language concerning Sin; for that really deſerves 
it. Cry to the GOD of Ifael, and /ay,  ** This 18 
*© the Traitor, that has taught me to offend againſt thy 
Lam; this the Evil, that has polluted all my holy 
5 Things; ; this the Provocation, that has incurred 
„ the Forfeiture of every Bleſſing, and deprived me 
of the Privilege of that excellent Miniſtry which 
& I lately enjoyed.” Yea, let it cut you to the 
Heart, to think, that by your Sins an holy and mer- - 
ciful Gop has been offended, the Name of Chriſt 


© diſhonoured, and the very Spirit of Grace himſelf 


reſiſted, affronted, and grieved, — And when your 
Attention is raiſed to fuch Conſiderations as theſe, 
then judge, whether your Carriage towards GOD be 
not a /ouder Call for Weeping, than any of his Provi- 
dential Diſpenſations towards you 
And now perhaps ſome that are true Penitents may 
afflict themſelves, becauſe they think they have ſhed 
more Tears upon the preſent Occaſion, than ever they 
did, at leaſt in the ſame Space, under the Views 
they have had of the Evil of Sin. Hence the Devil, 
and their own Unbehef, are ready to hurry them into 
Fears, that their Sorrow for Sin was not an holy Con- 
trition. — But let ſuch know for their Relief and 
Comfort, that the Suddenneſs and Surprize of the pre- 
ſent Stroke, their being wholly at a Loſs alſo to know 
when, or how, this Grievance will be redreſsd, are 
ſuch Circumſtances as render the Caſe very ſtriking : 
Whereas the Diſcovery of the Evil of Sin was gradual ; 
or perhaps their Diſtreſs for that no ſooner aroſe, but 
through a believing Sight of the Righteouſneſs of Cores 
Relief was preſently granted; and — u 
t cir 
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their Feeling their Wound, an effectual Renech was 
applied. Thus their Eyes were quickly dried, or their 
Weeping turned into Tears f Foy. — Beſides, ſince 
'Contraries illuſtrate one another, it may be of Service, 
if the Reaſoning in the Parable of the Prodigal, uſed 
in Defence of the Father*s extraordinary Foy , ſhould 
be transferred to the Caſe of a Believer with regard 
to his extraordinary Sorrow He can ſay of his Sin, 

The Remembrance of it is ever with bim. It pro- 
duces in him a conſtant Humiliation. —Tho? no ſuch 
Floods of Tears therefore be continually guſhing upon 
the Account of Sin, as flow from your Eyes upon the 
preſent, or may break forth upon ſome other furprizing 
Event; nevertheleſs your Sorrow for Sin may be very 
fncere, and really lie the deepeſt. And without doubt, 
| this is the Caſe, where Mourning for Sin is a daily Ex- 


erciſe. | 
But now, to draw to a CONCLUSION, 


1 ſhall offer. a foe Hints for your Support and Con- 
ſolation. And may the Spirit of GOD ſet them home 
by his Divine Energy win Power ! 


1. Conkider, that the? Miniſter die, yet your Ne. 
deemer lvetb. 


Jeſus Chrift 1s he ſame Yeſter , 1 4, and fr 
ever . "He is the chief Shepherd of his Flock y; and 
in Him all Fulneſs dwells . If Under-Shepherds be at 
any Time Inftraments of Good, it is He that makes 
them Ao. All their Abilities and Capacities are de- 
rived from Him. Their Light and Knowledge, their 
Gifts and Graces, their Uſefulneſs and Succeſs, all 
come from Him. It is according to bis gracious An- 
Pointment, and ſovereign Bleſſing, that they are of 
VICE bo us, and that we receive any Benefit by 

them. 


keen, Ha. . Fer v. 
z Col. j. 19. „ : | 
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them. They can do nothing without! Ham a; but when 
they are any of them laid gſde or removed, He can 
carry. on his Work, if he pleaſe, without them. And 
tho? it may be hard for you. zow to believe it, yet 
be aſſured, that through his infinite Wiſdom, and 

Grace, He can over. rule the preſent Laſs, both to 
| your Advantage, and his own Glory; and in the 
Iſſue of Things give you Reaſon to acknowledge, 
that out. of the Eater came forth Meat, and but of the 
Strong came forth Sweeineſs *, He can now, more 
fully than ever, convince you of the Evil of your 
Creature: Dependances, and. humble you for them; and 
then pardon you, and bring you to. a more believing 
and ſteady Reliance upon his own. Power and Care. 
He is now Hing your Faith: May his Interceſſien ſecure ' 
it from failing. ©, that it may be found unto your Trait. 
and his Honour and Glory, at his Appearing * !. 


2. Conſider, what Promiſes of Support under Trou- 
bles at preſent, and what. Promiſes of: Deliverance 
from them at laſt, your Gow, has made you. 


While bere i in this World, there will be 4 Groſs 
for every Day. Many are the. Aﬀitions-of tbe Righteous: 
but, lays the Promiſe, the Lord | delivereth him out of 
them all. The AﬀtiZions of the Righteous are many.z 
ſome lighter, and ſome heavier : The ligbieſt, too 
heavy far them to bear in ibeir own Strength; yet the 
heavief, not intolerable when the Lord ſhall - help, 
Now to every Believer belongs that other Promiſe of 
his, which ſays, Fear thou not, for I am with thee; 

be. not diſmayed, for I am thy. GOD: J will. frengthen 
thee, yea I will help thee, yea I will uphold. thee wit the 
Right Hand of my Righteouſneſs . Christ is Surety for 
all his People. He ſtands engaged, that they ſhall 
Bear their Loſſes and Diſappointments, their Burthens 
and Grievances of every Kind, not in a a leo, but 

in 
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in an acceptable Manner. And, as Mr. Rutherford 


obſerves, rather than any Default as to this ſhould 4 


„ happen, He will carry them, and their Croſſes too.“ 
And when the Number of their Trials, which ever 
leſſens as faſt as they come, is fully accomphſhed, then 


they ſhall enter into the Heavenly Bliſs ; which includes 


among its tranſporting Felicities, a perfect Freedom, 
and eternal Ref, from all Trouble. 

Be patient therefore, Brethren 8, building up yur ſelves 
on your moſt holy Faith ; and praying in the Holy Ghoſt, 
keep your ſelves in the Love of GOD, looking for the Mercy 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto eternal Life b. Let the 
preſent, and every ſuch Inſtance of Mortality, be view- 
ed as a Confirmation of the Word, which aſſures us, 
that in a little Time we likewiſe muſt be called, one 
after another, to put off this our Tabernacle . And 
when this eartbly Houſe ſhall be diſſolved, the Saints 


ſhall at once be exonerated of every Burthen that was 


upon their Minds. Such as are now through Grace 
dead unto Sin, and alive unto GOD kx, ſhall die in the 
Lord Il. They ſhall enter into the New Feruſalem, 
where there ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow, nor 
Crying, neither ſhall there be any more Grief or Pain ; 
for all theſe Things ſhall then be paſſed away®, Nay, 
in Heaven, there ſhall not be ſo much as the Need of 
any Temple n. All Occaſion for Goſpel-Mini ers, and 


Goſpel-Ordinances, will there be for ever excluded: The 


immediate Enjoyment of Gop and the Lamb will fo 


exalt and perfect that glorious State, as to leave no 


; 3 Room for their Help, or Service. 


3. Remember, that the Refi if th ora v is ith 


1 vat 


1: 6: bis 1 is a Confuleratian, 6 may afford Belbenbes 
great Relief rn os the 5 r N 
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which attend themſelves, or the Church of Goo. It 


contains an Encouragement, perfectly fuited to a People 
mourning under the heavy Loſs, which you now ſuſ⸗- 
tain. For you may hence be aſſured, that He who 
has effefually called you, is able to fulfill all the good 
Pleaſure of his Goodneſs, and the Work of Faith with 
Power?, He can wonderfully bleſs Means that ſeem 


_ teſs likely, and make them more effectually ſubſervi- 


ent to your Good, than were thoſe which you ac- 
counted the moft promiſing Or, if He pleaſe, He 
can ſupply you with another Paſtor, who ſhall bear a 
very great Likeneſs to him that is taken from you. — 
But that you ſhould preſently have one in all Reſpetts 
as valuable, is what I preſume you cannot expect, 
According to the ordinary Method of Divine Dif- 
penſations, it requires à long Time for Miniſters to be 
formed to ſuch Meaſures of Knowledge, Capacity, and 
Experience, as he had attained to. Yet you ſhould 
not forget, what he was ever ready to acknowledge, 
that all his holy and happy Endowments were the 
Fruits of the Spirit, By the Grace of GOD, he was 
hat be Toas d. | 855 

But fully to declare what an excellent Perſon 
Mr. COLE was, or to do that Juſtice to his Memory, 
which I am perſuaded you all apprehend he highly 


_ deſerved, is upon many Accounts a Province too 


hard for me to undertake. However, that neither 
you, nor my own Conſcience, may accuſe me of a_/mfut 
Silence, upon ſo ſpecial a Call, as the Providence of 
God now gives me to ſpeak, I ſhall point at ſome of 
the bright Evidences, and admirable Effecis, of the 


Grace which was beſtowed upon bim. And this, I truſt, 


ſhall be done with an upright Concern, that hereby 
your Praiſe and Thankfulneſs to the Lord may be atreſh 
excited as to what is paſt, and that your 77u# and 


- "Canfitlence in him may be ſtrengthened under your 
- preſent neceſſitous and deſtitute State. For as 1 
Proceed, you are to ET Thought with you, 
£ "25 
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and may you be enabled rightly to conſider, that 
| tbe Spirit of GOD can do as much for another whom 
He ſhall ſend. you, as ever He did for him, or any 
of his miniſtring Servants, whether in later, or former 
Times. | $4 | 
And here, ſhould an Appeal be made 10 yourſelves, 
muſt you not all ear your Teſtimony, that the late 
worthy Paſtor of this Church was a burning and a ſhining 
Light" ? A Man of a very gracious and heavenly Spirit, 
found in the Faith, and ſtedfaſt in the Profeſſion of it: 
Humbly, yet fervently, zealous for the grand Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, and the diſtinguiſhing Truths of 
Divine Revelation: In his Miniſtry, conſtantly building 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, ever 
Keeping his Eye upon Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, as the chief 
Corner: ſtone. Thus the moſt neceſſary and eſſential 
Qualifications of a Goſpel-Minifter were very conſpicu- 
__z_ TT :; gy "» 
Beſides theſe, he was remarkable alſo for the 
great Strength of his Mind, the deep Penetration of 
his Judgment, and his large Compaſs of Thought ; for 
the. Clearneſs of bis Expreſſion, and the friking Man- 
ner of bis Addreſs. Have not you, (I know, others 
at a Diſtance have) often admired his happy Talent in 
Preaching ? his coming cloſe to the Conſciences of his 
Hearers, entering into- the Secrets of their Hearts, 
ſhewing them the Chambers of Imagery *, and the 
vile Mominations that were within? Has not this been 
frequently done with a Pulneſs and Exattneſs, that 
made many of you really ſuſpect, that he had been 
told the Particulars of your Caſe, before you heard 
him? tho? afterwards you were convinced, that wo 
Jnformation had been given, but what he received 
from the Light of the Word, and his own Conviction 
of the Deceitfulneſs.and Power of indwelling Sin. And 
when by ſetting before Men the Spirituality, Per- 
fection, and Terror of the Law, he had opened their 
Wounds, under the Influence and Bleſſing of the 
e John v. 35. : Eph, ii. 20. ? £ Ezek. viii. 1 2. 
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Tord, he had a dextrous and ſucceſsful Hand, in 
pourmy in the refreſhing Oil of the Promiſes, and in ap- 
Phing miniſterially the ſovereign Balm of Gospel Grace. 

Tho? he was far from an Affectation of ſhewing his 
Scholarſhip, yet he was thought by competent Judges, 
to be well ſkilled in the moſt uſeful Parts of Learn- 
ing, and had ſtored up a large Fund of neceſſary 
Knowledge, Thus he was qualified to treat difficult 
Subjects with great Dexterity, Juſtneſs of Thought, 
and Propriety of Language ; while his Diſcourſe 
was enriched with the moſt agreeable Epithets, in- 

ſtructive Smilies, and apt Illufrations. . © | 

He was much devoted to the Study of the Bible; 
and /iked not, either to preach, or hear Sermons, (as he 
has ſometimes ſaid to me,) in which the Truths that 
were delivered, were not confirmed by juſt and 
3 Quotations from the Word of GOD. Through 
his familiar and intimate Acquaintance therewith, 
his Language both in Praying, and Preaching, was 
richly adorned with the Phraſeology and Emblems of 
Scripture, And indeed no Words can be more ſuit- 
able, no Alluſions more proper, in which to ſpeak of 
Divine Things, than thoſe which are taken from the 
Joes Pages, and are there taught us by the Holy 

G $5 en ny 
Such were his Gifts, that he could, beyond moſt, 
accommodate his Preaching to the meaneſt Capacities, 
and bring down the /ofty Things of Salvation to the 
Apprehenſion of Babes in Chriſt : While at the ſame 
Time, he could diſcourſe of the great Things of God, 


in a Way that was engaging and edifying to thoſe of 


high Attainments in Grace, and fine Accompliſhments 1n 
Human Learning. ns 
As to his Diligence in his Maſter's Service, this was 
very evident to you all. He was never backward 
to appear in your public Aſſemblies ; nor did he grudge 
his Pains, tho* but among a few, in your private 
Meetings, which he attended twice a Meet when at” 
home, and was particularly careful ſo to order bis 
F222 - 
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Fourntys, as, if poſſible, to be always preſent at your 
Friday-Exerciſes. As he was ſtated in his Work in 
. the Houſe of GOD, ſo he was ready to preach from 
Houſe to Houſe u at all proper Seaſons ; there repeat- 
ing, inculcating, and explaining, the Things he had 
taught in public. And at ſome of your private Meet- 
ings, with what earneſt Sollicitude would he aſk thoſe 
that attended, as Chriſt did his Di/ciples, Have ye un- 
denſtood all theſe Things * ? attempting in a Catecbetical 
Map to help them to tale in, apply, and improve the 
' Truths he delivered, to their ſaving Profit and Edi- 
fication. : 43 „ 
And beſides his conffant Labours among you that 
were his immediate Charge, he was ready to do good to 
all, as the Lord gave him Opportunity * z and took 
much Pains: with ſeveral in this C:ty, who were firſt 
awakened under Mr, }bitefield*s Preaching, endea- 
vouring to carry on the Work by expounding to them 
the Way of GOD more perfettly v.— And ſince a Door 
Was opened in the laſt Years of his Life, he carried on 
Lectures every other Week in ſome obſcure Parts in the 
_ Neighbouring Country; preaching at different Places, 
generally tbree, and often four Times in the Week, 
between the Sabbaths; and this 1 Aſemblies, com- 
poſed of ſeveral Hundred, and ſometimes above a Thou- 
and Hearers, of poor working People, who were not 

able ſo much as to defray the neceſſary Expences of his 
Journeys. But when ſome of a grateful Spirit, tho 
incapable of helping, lamented bis Difficulty, eſpecially 
upon Account of the late uncommon Dearneſs of Pro- 
vender, he chearfully anſwered, «© He did not grudge 
«© bis Charges ; for he was willing, that all he had, 
„ and all he could do, ſhould be employed in the 
Service of the Cauſe of Chriſt.” And when others, 
in the Tenderneſs of their Compaſſion, were obſerving 
to him, how faſt through his exceſſive Labours bis 
Sirength mu} wear out ; he replied, If the 2 
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c did wear wy in cutting, it anſiuured the End it was 
made for,” So careful was he to watch againſt 
every Suggeſtion, that he thought looked like a Ter 
tation to ſpare himſe f!!! 5 
With reſpect to bis daily bones and the general 
Courſe of bis Walk, both at home, and abroad, he 
paid a ſtrict Regard to the Apoſple's Direction, of 
giving 10 Offence in any Thing, that the Miniſiry might - 
not be blamed * ; and was careful in a very high De- 
gree, to be an Example of the Believers, in Word, in 
Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. 
And ſuch he eminently was, in _ Statian,: and 
Relation of Life. 
In many Inflances of his Condutt it appeared, that 

he was much raiſed above this World, and was willing 
to deny himſelf, that he might be faithful in bonouring 
bis Lord. Hence it was, that. he generouſly (as ſome 
of yourſelves have termed it,) refuſed to comply with 
ſeveral praſing Invitations to remove to larger and richer 
Congregations, both in London, and the Country too. 
For no worldly | Advantage could. ever temps lim to 
leave a People, among whom the Lord had graciouſly 


owned and bleſſed bis Labours.— And à kind Pro?? 


dence having favoured him with à little earthly” Poſe 
he was very cautious, that his Minium might 
never J burthenſome to any. Hence he would fre- 
quently. tate upon himſelf Expentes, which his Friends 
have willingly offered to bear for bim; and generally 
refuſed any. Preſents of Money for Sermons. upon Funeral 
Occaſions, eſpecially from his ' Glocefter Friends, or 
where he dig but ſuſpect a Straiineſ of r 
in the Family. Nay, ſuch was bis Tenderneſs, that 
vhen ſome of his Friends in London, who thought he 
eame within the Defign of the Will of the Teftator, 
have ſent him of their own Accord a Rereipt to fign 
for à Share in ſome kind Donations left to poor Diſſent-. 
== Menfters, he has conftan tly refuſe, leſt b * ſnould 
kinder zhoſe that wanted, | 
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Atſter all his Attainments in Grace and Know- 
ledge, after all the Inſtances of his Uſefulneſs and 
Succeſs, he ſtill continued to the laſt a Pattern of 


Humility, Modeſty, and Condeſeenſion ; converſing as 


freely with the Meaneſt for their Good, as if he had 
been but upon a Level with them; for he knew that ; 


bis Nature was ſo with theirs. And out of his com- 


paſſionate Regard to the Souls of. the Poor, he made 
himſelf as familiar with them, as they could wiſh, 
or defire. 

Thus he behaved under ſome Difficulties under 
ſome Trials of Patience and Courage: For the ſame 
Spirit that breathed out Hatred and Perſecution againſt 
the Lord of the Harugf, will ſhew its Bitterneſs and 
Rage againſt his Servants. Of this our honoured 
Brother had ſome Experience. He was often threat- 


end, tho? without any Provocation, but that of an 
Aim to do Good, and be found faithful. But there is 


Reaſon to think, that the ſame Spirit of GOD, who 
had taught him to believe, had likewiſe prepared 
him to /uffer. This appeared from an Inſtance of 
bis Carriage not long ſince, when he was affronted 
and abuſed upon the Road. One Day after he had 
been preaching at Avening, a Place at which he had 
ſet up one of his Furtnigbi- Lectures, in his Return to 
Stroud he paſſed by four Men ſtanding together. Some 
of them called him by his Name, and paid him the 
Compliment of aſking him bow be did; to which he 


returned a reſpeciful Anſwer. However, as ſoon as 


his Back was towards them, they all followed him, 
and ſome of them began to throw Stones at him. At 


firſt My. Cole took no Notice of it: But a Chriſtian 


Friend, that was walking by his Horſe's Side, attempt- 
ed to check them, by aſking them why they were ſo un- 
civil, Yet they ſtill continued their Rudeneſs, like 
Perſons bent upon Miſchief : And preſently 4 Sione 
ſtruck M. Cole between his Shoulders. Upon this 
he halted, and ſtaid till the Men came up to him. 


Then with * he ſaid, ce n what 
= To py Hurt BY 
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ce Hun have 1 done, that you Rowe» me on the King's | 
« High-Way ? You ſee, I wait for you: If I have 


% done you any. Harm, ſtone me more. T 1 


which one of them anſwered, + No Harm, Sir.” 
Then, faid Mr, Cole, All the Harm I wiſh you, 
<< is, that you may be Partakers of Eternal Life.” 
Upon this To of the Company turned off, and the 
| _ Two walked civilly by his Horle's Side for ſome 
—_— 

When certain Sons of Belial had trated to throw 
him into the Water, at hearing of it he fad, They 
„ might throw him in half a Dozen Times if they 
« would, he did not care, if he might but be he In- 
A Prument of Good to their Souls.” By theſe, and 
ſuch like Paſſages, he diſcovered. himſelf to be one 
of thoſe faitbf Miniſters, who neither regard what 
Enemies they make themſelves, nor what they may 
ſuffer, by their holy Diligence and Zeal in promoting 
the Intereft f Cbriſt, and the eternal Salvation of loft 
Sinners. 

From this excellent Perſon, that carried it with 
ſo much Meekneſs towards his Enemies, what could 
be expected, but that he ſhould behave with much 
Reſpeft and Affection towards thoſe, who being be 
' Friends of Gop and Religion, had really a Friendſhip 

for bim? This he did, and teſtified it, by his Read 
meſs to ſerve them, as Capacity and Opportunity would 
permit, even in their Temporal, but eſpecially in their 
Spiritual Concerns, Herein he was ever willing to 
help them, by his Infrufions and Prayers, by his 
Advice and Admonitions too. For it was noted of 
him, that he was watchful to reprove even bis beſt 
Friends, either with Tenderneſs, or Sharpneſs, as the 
Caſe required ; and would ſpare none through Favour 
or Affection, when it appeared, that they were uot 
uprigbi and regular in their Walk. 


As he was often preſſing others to be ready to eve 


Wark , fo he was careful to encourage them oy 


1 
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his own Example. He was, in particular, much given 
to Hoſpitality © ; and would be very unealy, 'if ſome 
of the poor Chriſtians, who lived at a Diſtance from 
the Sanfugry, and took much Pains to come under 
its Droppings, did not make free with the Proviſions 
of bis Houſe and Table, in the Intervals of publick 
Worſhip upon the Lord's Day. The kind Diſpo- 
fition, and diſcreet Management of his religious and 
prudent Yoke-fellow, rendered this Cuſtom eaſy to the 
Family ; while their joint Endeavours by Spiritual 
Diſcourſe to help the Pilgrims forward in their Way, 
4 ade the Entertainment doubly aſeful and pleaſant to 
them. - | | 

From the heavenly Temper of his Mind there 
naturally aroſe a becoming Sobriety and Gravity, mixed 
with a well-regulated and agreeable Chearfulneſs in 
all his Converfation. But he ftudioufly ſbumed the 
Places and Company, in which it was not likely, that 
he ſhould either receive, or do any Good. And as one 
at all Times deſirous to give thoſe he converſed with 
4 Lift towards Heaven, he was known to watch for 
ortunities of introducing ſomething that related 
to Gop and Chrjf, and the great Concerns of ano- 
ther Word. He would often rike Fire, and was 
pleaſed when it too, and became the Means of Kind- 
Ting a ſpiritual and holy Converſation; which made 
the Hearts of the Company burn within them *, while 
the Things of the everlaſting Covenant, and of eternal 
Salvation, were the delightful Subjects of their Chri- 
E 1 14 ks 8a 
Thus, through the Grace of GOD that was beflowed 
upon him, he obtained a good Report of the Saints, of 
the Truth itſelf ©; yea, and of thoſe that are without * : 
For in their Eye he was as blameleſs, as a Man per- 
haps could be, that woſbipped God, as he did, in the 
Way which they call Hereſy . And through his Cir- 
cumſpection, Faithfulneſs, and Self-Denial, his Ene- 
- | mies 


Luke xxiv. 32, 2 3 John, ver, 12. 
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mies could find no Error or Fault in him, except «chat 
28 at againſt him concerning the Law of his 
Such was this great and good Man, with whoſe 
excellent Miniſtry you have been highly favoured. And 
there are renewed Souls among you, (we truſt, not a 
Few,) who will 20 Eternity have Reaſon to praiſe GOD 
for ſo great a Bleſſing. But now he is removed, you 
are in Pain; and while you look upon the dark Side 
of the Cloud, and judge merely by the preſent Ap. 
Pearance, you cannot be otherwiſe; to think, what 
1 is likely to become of the Cauſe and Intereſt of Chriſt 
"8; among you. — Yet ſince the Reſidue of the Spirit is 
with the Lord i, fear not with any diſtruſtful Anxiety, 
or ſinful Deſpondency ; only believe *, and you ſhall 
fee the Salvation of the Lord l. If it be his good Plea- 
ſure, He can quickly raiſe up, and ſend you an Eliſha, 
who ſhall go forth in the Spirit and Power of Elijah m, 
and with a Portion of that Spirit, double n to what 
kx * other Miniſters in common receive: One, who 11 
4 | * Chriſt Feſus ſhall beget many through the Goſpel , that 
have never yet been guickened ; who ſhall feed you 
_ with Knowledge and Underſtanding ? ; who ſhall /ead this 
Flock like a Shepherd, going before it with a righte 
Spirit, and in a right Way; ſetting you the like Pattern, 
| as you have already ſeen, of true Chriſtian Piety, in 
| the moſt: circumſper? Behaviour, and univerſal Fidelity 
to Gop and Man. 
Such another Bigſing I heartily with, and beg of 
be Lord to give you; that you may further be ſhewn 
2 by à living Example, how you ſhould behave in he 
4 „Baue of GOD, and in your own Houſes. Be much in 
Prayer for yourſelves, that you may be directed, 
guided, and proſpered, in ſeeking a Succeſſor, of the 
like gracious Endowments, as was the Deceaſed. Re- 
member the = Alvice and holy Cautions, that upon 


the 
v Dan. vi. 1 7M i Mal. ii. 15. * Luke viii. 50. 
1 Exod, xiv, 13. m Luke i. 17. 2 Kings ii. 9. 


Co 1 Cor. iv. 15. „„ 


50 
the like ſolemn Occaſion were formerly given to you, 
or your pious Fathers *, to this Purpole : * Go not a 
« Stepwithout Gop before you: Cheriſh mutual Love 
* and Peace: Watch againſt all Diviſions and Diſſen- 
„ ſions, againſt all Weakneſs and Raſhneis in your 
« Proceedings. Let ail your Works, and this in par- 
& ticular, be managed with a humble, meek, de- 
% pending, and faithful Spirit; that you may te 
de able now, and at the Judgment-Day, to appeal 


„ 


to your Redeemer, the Searcher of Hearts, that 


„ under this awful Event you did the beſt in your 
<< Power, to maintain his Honour and propagate 


* his Intereſt in this City and Neighbourhood, and 


« to repair this Tabernacle for him to dwell in.“ 
Pleat the Promiſes, ſuited to your preſent deſtitute 
Condition. Remember, that when Chriſt aſcended, 
he received Gifts fer Men 1, and now it would be caſt- 
ing a vile Reproach upon his Name, not to believe the 
Certainty of the DiSribution. So long as the World 
ſhall Fand, there will be @ Church upon Earth, in 
one Part 'of 3 it, or another: Sion ſhall} conſtantly 


find, that inflead of ber Fathers, ſhall be ber Children, - 


And if Lou, that are now the Members of this Gburch ; 
if They that hereafter ſhall be joined with you, or 
ſucceed you in that Relation; ſhall ebtain Mercy ts 
be feund faithful; who can tell, but that your Church- 
Sale may be preſerved, efabli ied, and perpetuated, as 
long as Sun or Moon ſhall endure*. Let the Confancy 
of your Cries 10 the, Lord, let your Importunity and 
Fervour therein, evidence this to be in Truth the Defere 
of your Souls. 

And when you are enlarged, and have the greateſt 
Nearneis of Acceſs to GOD in Prayer, then forget 
not the ſorrowful Relict, and mournful Family, which 
your dear Paſtor has left behind. Let the chriſtian 
and tender Sympathy, which in your Troubles you have 
often met with from Him, now be returned, not 10 


bimſelf, 


* Mr. Noble's Funeral Sermon on the Death of Mr. Forbes. 
4 Pal. Ixviii. 18, * 1 Cor. vii. 25, P ſal. IXxii. 7, 17. 
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himſelf, (that cannot be, nor can he need it,) but to 


Thoſe who were his Fle 90 and his Bone. Intreat the 
Lord, that his diſconſolate Handmaid may be ſupport- 


ed, relieved, and comforted : That the eternal GOD 


may be her Refuge, and underneath her may be the 
everlaſiing Arms t: That as ſhe has hitherto been 
enabled throygh Grace to honour Gop by Well-doing, 
ſhe may now, and 10 the la, be helped to glorify 
Him by quiet Submiſſion and patient Enduring, Plead, 

that under the ſenſible Decays of her natural Strength, 

ſhe may be refreſhed with the ſweeteſt Experience of 


an happy Increaſe and Growth in Grace; that ſhe may 


to the End of Life be kept in the full Poſſeſſion of her 
Soul , and be favoured with the repeated Intima- 
tions, and higheſt Aſurance, of her Intere#? in eternal 


Love; that under all the Sorrows of ber Widowbood, 
and folitary State, ſhe may have his to comfort her, 


that her Maker is ber Huſband w. — Plead for the 


Children, that the Lord would pour out his Spirit upon | 5 


the Seed of his Servant, and his Bleſſmg upon bis Off * 
ſpring * : That-they may all be excited, from a real 


Principle of Faith and Love, in the ma open and 


ſolemn; Manner, to avouch he GOD of their Fathers 


to be their GOD+ That by their upright, humble, wt, 


and holy Walking, that by their uniform, unſhaken, 
and conſtant Zeal for the Redeemer*s Glory, they may 
be an Honour to their deceaſed Parent, and a ſolid 
Comfort to her that ſurvives : That the Son may be as 
a Plant grown up in his Youth Y, that he may be abun- 
dantly ted, and mercifully ſpared, for great and 
laſting Service, in whatever Part of Cbriſi 
bis Labours ſhall be ſpent : And that the W? 

mily, under the Guidance and Protection of a Cove- 


nant-GOD, may be Followers of thoſe, who through” 
Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes 2. 


Yea, ſince the Reſidue of the Spirit is with the Lord a, 


let this encourage Jour Supplications, that the Seed 


| which 
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2 tabich has been foun, and ſeems to lie dead wider the 
Clads, may at length be made to ſpring up in the 
Hearts of many, and appear in ibe Fruit that ſhall 
be brought forth in their Life and Converſation. Be 
importunate alſo, that tbe Lord would graciouſly ſend | 
forth Labourers into the Harvest b; that he would bleſs l 
the Schools of the Prophets, cast Salt into the Fountains, 91 
and purify the Seminaries of Religion and Learning; .0 
that there may be in the Churches 4 Succeſſion of 
+... , godly and judicious, of experienced, able, and faith- 
ful Minicters, who ſhall come forth rightly ſpirited and 
richly anointed tor ſo great an Office: That the Eyes 
of 7:57 may not fail ro ſee her Teachers ©, tho? as to 
the Prophets and Fathers of whom Death has bereaved 
us, we ſhall ſee their Faces here no more. | 
 . FINALLY, When Pious Friends, and Godly Mi. 
| Were, that have been the Helpers 7 our Faith and | 
Jod, are thus taken away from our Head ©, and re- i 
moved out of Sight ; let theſe ſolemn Diſp enfations i 
quicken us in our future Attendance upon all the Mi- 
aifrations and Ordinances of the Goſpel ;, to wait more 
diligently than ever for the promiſed Spirit, to give us 
thoſe Zelieving, thoſe transforming, and refreſhing 
Views of the King in bis Beauty, and of the Land that | 
is very far off *, as ſhall be to Us aſſuring Tokens, that 
in a little Time we ourſelves fall be alſo. with the - 
Lord, evir to Bebuld, both Him, and Them, in Glory s; „ 
and through the Gift» of bis Righteouſueſs, and the | 
Conſummation of bis. Grace, being afore prepared for "= 
the tranſporting Bliſs, ſhall join with the happy My- | 
riads of Sints and, Angels in their heavenly Hallelyjabs, 
 faying, Weng, and Honour, and Glory, and Power, be 
| into Him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb 
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for ever and ever ®, Au EN, and AMEN. \ 
Mat. ix. eo. et Iſa. xxx. 20. 42 Cor. i. 24. 


* 2 Kings ii. 3. Ila. xxxiii. 17.” John xvii. 24. 
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